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EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EG, IS 

SUBJ: EGYPTIAN MEDIA ON US ARMS SUPPLY 

REF (A) CAIRO 12712, (B) CAIRO 13227, (C) CAIRO 13014, 

1 . AFTER INITIAL HEADLINES JULY 29 (REF A), LOCAL PRESS HAS 
LARGELY IGNORED PENDING US MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO EGYPT. 

SADAT'S PRAISE OF INTENDED SALE OF C-130'S AND SOPHISTI- 
CATED ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT IN AUG 8 SPEECH TO AIR FORCE 
OFFICERS (REF B) RECEIVED LITTLE MEDIA PLAY AND ELICITED NO 
EDITORIAL COMMENT. FIRST EDITION AUG 10 AHRAM CONTAINED 
PAGE ONE ACCOUNT THAT US PREPARED SELL EGYPT 12 PILOTLESS 
SURVEILLANCE HELICOPTERS (SIC), APPARENT REFERENCE TO RE- 
CONNAISSANCE DRONES. STORY DELETED FROM LATER EDITIONS; 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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NOT CARRIED IN OTHER PAPERS. 

2. MIG REFIT. DEPT WILL RECALL THAT INITIAL MIG 21 REFIT 
STORY ALLEGING US INVOLVEMENT RECEIVED MINOR ATTENTION, 

BEING CARRIED ONLY BY LITTLE-READ ENGLISH EGYPTIAN GAZETTE 
(REF C). IN AUG 8 SPEECH SADAT MADE PASSING REF TO CONCEPT 
WITHOUT MENTIONING US. HE SAID: "I BELIEVE THAT WE ARE 
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ON OUR WAY TO DOING ALL THE (MIG 21) OVERHAULING HERE IN 
EGYPT, GOD WILLING. YOU KNOW THIS AND THERE IS NO NEED 
FOR GOING INTO DETAILS." 

3. COMMENT: GOE CLEARLY HOLDING DOWN PUBLIC DEBATE ON POSSIBLE 
US MILITARY ASSISTANCE, PRESUMABLY BECAUSE IT NOT YET CERTAIN 
CONGRESS WILL APPROVE $200 MILLION PACKAGE AND BECAUSE IT 
IS RELATIVELY MODEST AMOUNT VIS-A-VIS EGYPTIAN NEEDS. 

NOTABLE THAT SADAT'S ONLY PUBLIC REFERENCE TO US MILLITARY SUPPLY 
MADE TO AUDIENCE MOST CONCERNED ABOUT DETERIORATING EQUIPMENT, 

AIR FORCE OFFICERS. 
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